Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives
Presents

U.S. Federal Census Records: What They Can
Tell Us About Our Nation and Our Ancestors

May 18, 2016

4

By
Joe Hardesty, MLS, PLCGS
Kentucky History and Genealogy Librarian
Louisville Free Public Library

Joe.Hardesty@Ifpl.org



g ] =

r. - = =1 o .

e R e
r o

N ;,-i.—.-.a-r:l"rf.t-ﬂf-_.-“'d

e -_-,-; A

No Taxation Without Representation!



Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among
the several States which may be included within this Union,
according to their respective Numbers, which shall be
determined by adding to the whole Number of free Persons,
including those bound to Servitude for a Term of Years, and
excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons.

Article 1, Section 2, Paragraph 3 of the US Constitution
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Slave Schedules: 1850 - 1860
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Source: 1850 Scott County, KY. Slave Schedule, Page 573, Ancestry.com LE



Non — Population Census Schedules include:

Page No. /

Mortality Schedules:

SCHEDULE 3.—Persons who Died during the Year ending 1st June, 1860,in

!
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_in the

County of —#/% . c>__ State of M , enumerated by me, «/% W Ass't Marshal.
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Source: 1860 Meade County, KY., Page 1, Ancestry.com LE



Non — Population Census Schedules include:

Agricultural Schedules
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Source: 1870 Morgan Co. KY. Agricultural Census, Louisville Metro Archives




Non — Population Census Schedules include:

Manufacturlng Schedules
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Source: 1850 Jefferson County, KY., - Kentucky Department of Libraries and Archives
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A pantograph used to create punch cards
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A CENSTS CARD.

Tabulating cards measured 3 V2" X 7 V%’




Data recording dials

Hollerith Card Reader
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Act of March 6, 1902

Providing for the Establishment

of a

Permanent Census Office

With amendatory acts, and provisions of other acts relating
to the Census Office
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Robert Russell’'s 1916 patent for indexing Federal Census records



Photo source: New York Times, Page 1, Jan. 11, 1921



1890 Veterans Census [a supplement to the 1890 Population schedule]
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Page No. / -~ Eleventh Oensus of the United Btates.

Supervisor's District No.. 5
SPECIAL SCHEDULE.

Enumeration District No, - 7/ 35
SURVIVING SOLDIERS, SAILORS, AND MARINES, AND WIDOWS, ETC.

.~

Persons who served in the Army, Navy, and Marine Corps of the United States during the war of the rebellion (who are survivors), and
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Source: 1890 Veterans Census, Kent Co., OH., ED., 135, P. 1, Ancestry.com LE



The stock market crash of 1929 led to 23% unemployment rate






NARA microfilming of
Census records, ca. 1930’s
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Census Bureau employees creating Soundex cards (ca. 1936-).
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Supplementary Questions found on the 1940 Population Schedule
(Asked of those on lines 14, 29, 55 and 68 only)
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The events of 1941 brought big changes to the
mission / needs of the Census Bureau.


http://aboutjapan.japansociety.org/resources/category/1/3/6/4/images/pearl_harbor_attack.jpg

Seeds of the “72 Years” rule

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE _ .
BUNREAU OF THK CENSUS _ "
WASHINGTON 28

August 26, 1952

Ir. Yayne C, Crover
Arch.ivist of ’a:e United Stam
“ i‘asm 2’, U CO

Dear Dxr. Grovar:

It is the policy of the Bureau of ths Census to provids the max~
Lunen phwsical protection for the records which docunent its major programs,
and cake available t0 as many people as possidble the informatison contained
in such records consistent with national sscurity and the rights of indi-
viduals conceriiad. With these ends in mind, ve wisk €0 make the follioving

.m'lv—'bnnymti

AamnmrmundaT Annares

D. After the lapse of ty<two ysar® from the emume
eration date of a de census, the Natlonal
Archives and Records Service may d..'r.m:lnsn informge
tion contained -in thess records for nse in legitimatas
historical, genealogical or othsr worth-while yessarch,
provided adeguats precantions are taken to make .sure



PUBLIC LAW 95-416—0CT. 5, 1978 92 STAT. 915

Public Law 95-416
95th Congress
An Act

To amend chapter 21 of title 44, Upited States Code, to include new provisions M
relating to the acceptance and use of records transferred to the custody of the [S. 1265]
Administrator of General Services.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in ('ongress assembled, That chapter 21 of GSA.
title 44, United States Code, is amended as follows: Transferred

() In section 2103 delete the words “fifty years” in subsection (2) records, relating
and substitute in lieu thereof the words “thirty years”. to acceptance and

(b) Section 2104 of title 44, United States is amended— v

(1) b,y inserting “(a)” immediately before “The Admin-
istrator”;
(2) by striking out the third and fourth sentences therein and

inserting in lieu thereof the following “Except as provided in
subsection (b) of this section, when the head of a Federal agency
states, in writing, restrictions that appear to him to be necessary
or desirable in the public interest with respect to the use or
examinatior':h ofArE;:)rds being cforgigem(li Sfor transé«:r ix(‘i)g his
custody to the inistrator o eral Services, the inis- an
trator shall, if he concurs, and in consultation with the Archivist Approved ber 5, 1978.
of the United States, impose such restrictions on the records so
transferred, and may not relax or remove such restrictions without
the written concurrence of the head of the agency from which
the material was transferred, or of his successor in function, i
any. In the event that a Federal agency is terminated and thefe
is no successor in function, the Administrator is authorj#€d
relax, remove, or impose restrictions on such agencyle

92 STAT. 916 PUBLIC LAW 9#2416—OCT. 5, 1978

Administrator of Genepef Services pursuant to the specifications ang
agreements set forthAn the exchange of n
Sl e D0 e ex of correspondence on .

enp#thereto, now or hereafter entered intg b
?Bureau of ;he Census and the Archiyie

Approved October 5, 1978,




Surviving fragment of the 1890 Census,
Source: Mound Co. lll, ED 174, Page 203, Ancestry.com LE
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) [7-8s6a] . . Eleventh Census of the United States, ‘
Supervisor’s Dis | ; e —_— : |
“ SCHEDULE No. 1. ! »
Enumeration D W e
i POPULATION AND SOCIAL STATIQTICS 1
il (bt - Gl t.24 / g
other miuor clv Il i P R = oy
gotiand No.: S ; Ward : ~L N o i : o3
; ".Enumemt( > by me on the /ﬁta day of June, 1890. j, /7 W/ , ;/ :
: ¢ 7 Enumerator,
A.—Number of Dwaell- 1.03 .B.—~Number of / O.—Number o o o . 2
fpechagse miearies |/ (747 | SRS L | A (Bl Y PR 4/
INQUIRIES. . 1/ o/ 3 Q P 4 5] . |
kall/&
Chll;l :l: n) l'llrl\nmel:\mlrl\llll and ( /‘ A f ¢ Sl . ﬁ) ,‘
1 e " )/Ewa{/u-nhlw“‘r, g)}’;,"l'r--ma’{ LJ’ Ar}.l,aﬂ,d(, % v’l U(\ \ 5
Surname, (," .-# { .,77‘ ) //" 11 _/ e
| Whether a_soldler, sallor, or 7).5(’!’ L 3 \Q)‘/ hlrl 2 o SRR b S“’ “"/‘ 7’ — 1 ﬂ:/lu’& i
2 ig:r‘:;,i“&"::f,";: L £ +£ £ ViR
3 | Relutionship to head of amily. | Kl e - ,‘L _7 //’ FA Y] LA
e /7CA S~ Flie e
e biack, i, g ;\ : > / e . fri s ;
| " | Japmose oindies |l Wi wady (TR R i
b |8ex. p V/ ? L 2 L7
B A : Juake - (Isp -l (et Moanal | o %

)

Whether white, black, mulatto,
guadroon octoroon Chlnese
apanese, or Indlan,




‘7/7/4.6’;9’.1_#\__ o y State
Lﬁ_;/_/.ﬂiﬁﬁﬁ Ass't Marshal.

! i o[2ma /\ Ceiamions. -
o s nd2

i3 | B3 _5.; Whether deaf 6§ |35 "g‘
Qé éé % and dumb, [ :E-:%!E
o ] &% 3 blind, insane, %3 53X
3 FE 8|3 8\ or diote N E
ARTHE FHaM
it | 1 1111 >— i
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13 | 14 (15|16(17 18 19| 20

Source: 1870 Federal Census, Jefferson Co., Ward 7. page 42



t{fepubucans (3), Bruton, Brwht. and
helps.. ... "

Severa]” Representatwes asi\ed to be
xtused froin vollng on “the . Billy
stating they hag pmmi.sed friends op-
posed to the bl en religious ffrounds-
that the ywould vobe “Bresent” when
it came up . for passage

on- count and Another to. create
~volunteer militia-to war on handitry,
Qpnone ts.0f the bill of Pab Rankl

: sortain “restrictions ' the - sterilizas
twn of idets;. feeble-minded - and. k-
| SENe personsg confihed ‘in - State insti-
tutions failed. 33 -to 46, in an effori
to Kill- the hill: by -tabling;---bnt S sUe-
teded in- defeating i, 43 {0 40,
when i came up Tor paqbaoe on its
imerifs,

‘The axeater part of todavs seswlon
‘was devoted - by the Houss to argu-
ments for and against the ster lization ;
kil Championing it, Repres_entatwe
Rankin said i would result in “‘sco-
aomic as well as humanitarian bene-
_fits,"’-' He 'sald twenty-seven Statds
bhave:. passed . sterilization. bills al-
though- the act has been held invalid

_-,g*;;mmm pr @fb@gm o rer

:”?H'ﬁsg’%%lﬁé? mﬁ;}@m:@ @:‘«" iwﬁ ?jgf«yw

s a Smm,

L *T@Q wﬁﬁ@s?"

Source: Louisville Courier-Journal, 6 March 1934






To learn more about the United Stated Federal Census, please visit:

OR
Download your copy of History and Growth of the United States Census by Carroll D.
Wright, Commissioner of Labor, 1900. at:

OR

Szucs, Loretto Dennis, Research in Census Records. The Source: A Guidebook of American
Genealogy, ed. Loretto Dennis Szucs and Sandra Hargreaves Luebking (Salt Lake City:
Ancestry, 1997).

William Dollarhide, The Census Book: A Genealogist's Guide to Federal Census Facts,
Schedules and Indexes, Heritage Quest: Bountiful, Utah, 2000.


http://www.census.gov/history/
http://www2.census.gov/prod2/decennial/documents/HisGrow1790-1890/HisGrow_toc.pdf
http://www2.census.gov/prod2/decennial/documents/HisGrow1790-1890/HisGrow_toc.pdf
http://www2.census.gov/prod2/decennial/documents/HisGrow1790-1890/HisGrow_toc.pdf

